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After several months of
preparation, the ground-
work is in place for the
arrival of over 150 tonnes 
of steel which will provide
the framework for the major
new development which
will double the size of
Brecon Pharmaceuticals’
operation in Hay-on-Wye.

The major building project has
been running to schedule since the
official turf cutting ceremony back
in August, when WDA Chairman
Roger Jones helped Brecon CEO
John Bath to start work on the 
construction, scheduled to be 
completed at the end of 2005.

During November, Shrewsbury
based contractors Frank Galliers
Ltd, who are working on the 
development, will be erecting the
steel frame which will provide the
shell for Brecon’s new 40,000 sq ft,
production and warehouse 
facilities. 

“People will be able to see the
shape of the project once the steel
frame is in place”, said Galliers’
Contract Site Manager, Paul
Braddick. “We have been working
hard over the last few months
clearing the site and putting in the
concrete footings for the frame, but
it is only when the steel arrives that
people will really appreciate that
the project is really underway.”

He continued, “We have had to
wait several months for the steel.
However, we have been able to
use the time well as it has enabled
us to prepare the ground fully and

New construction is a steel
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Brecon is working hard to
ensure that the minimum amount 
of disruption is caused to local 
residents during the development
and they would like to thank 
residents for their continued 
support throughout the project.

News from the specialist provider 
of commercial packaging services 
and clinical trial supplies

“We anticipated a busy 2004,
and that’s exactly what has
happened,” says Chief
Executive, John Bath. 
“All year we have had a
healthy order book, and we
have been creating jobs to
meet customer demand. 
We currently have 36 more
people than we had at the
start of the year.

To see our new facility
being built is extremely
exciting for us. It is 
testament to the hard work,
enthusiasm and commitment
to customer service that is
demonstrated by our
employees day in and day
out. Successful companies
deserve to grow, and we
believe that we have found
the right formula to secure
growth in our company for
many years to come.

As our new facility is being
built, we would like to thank
our neighbours for their
patience and forbearance.
Everything possible is being
done to minimise noise and
disruption, and to keep the
adjoining roads mud-free.
Brecon Pharmaceuticals is 
a major contributor to the
local economy and we are
fully mindful of our 
responsibilities to the local
community. We thank you 
for joining in our growth.”

John Bath, Chief Executive

to put in place measures to limit
the effects of the construction on
local residents.”

From the outset Galliers has
installed hoardings and soil 
barriers around the edge of the
site to mask the construction from
residents as far as possible. The
team also installed a temporary
tarmac base into the whole site to
try to reduce the amount of mud
being taken on to the roads in the
surrounding area.

Over the next few months and
into spring 2005, Galliers will be
using the skills of many locally
based building suppliers in the
development programme. These
include steel erectors from
Leominster, carpenters from Brecon,
brick layers from Pontypool and
heating engineers from Hereford.

NEWS FROM BRECON PHARMACEUTICALS

Over the last year hundreds of
people have attended a series 
of regional recruitment events
held by Brecon which have high-
lighted the many and varied new
job opportunities that are being

created by the company’s new
expansion programme. 

The events are part of Brecon’s
recruitment drive both to fulfil
immediate needs and also to
communicate the requirement for

up to 100 new employees to
work in its new state-of-the-art
production and warehousing
facility which is being built over
the next 12 months.

Regional recruitment drive success

Main photo: The steel arrives.

Inset: Chairman of the Welsh
Development Agency Roger Jones
(right) helps Brecon Pharmaceuticals’
Chief Executive John Bath start work on
the company’s £multi-million expansion
programme.



Raising awareness
Staff at Brecon have been
out and about in the local
community recently helping
to promote careers in the
pharmaceutical packaging
industry.

At a career awareness day, 
students from Christ College in
Brecon took part in an interactive
presentation from Brecon which
highlighted the variety of jobs
available within the business.

Brecon’s Customer Relations 
Co-ordinator Rebekka Peterson
(far right) and Personnel Officer
Pauline Tarrant (2nd right) present-
ed to over 40 students who were
keen to find out more about the
variety of career opportunities the
company has available. 

Brecon staff were also involved
in a recent science careers aware-
ness day at Llandrindod High
School where pupils in year nine
studied the clean environment in
which Brecon staff have to operate
during the packaging process.

Staff at Brecon run their
own company Social Club
which organises a wide
variety of activities for
staff throughout the year. 

During 2004, the well support-
ed events have included: a trip to
the Pantomime in Cardiff; Pony
Trekking; female & male Pamper
Days at a health club; a day at
the Motor Show; trips to London
on a theatre break; a Victorian 

Weekend in Llandrindod; a 60s
& 70s Disco; a trip to see Toy
Story 2 on Ice and days at the
Good Food Show and the
Clothes Show in Birmingham.

The Social Club already has a
number of events planned for
2005, including a Day at the
Races and Paintballing.

The Social Club also encour-
ages staff to take part in team
activities and recently football

enthusiasts from Brecon’s
Commercial and Japanese 
production lines took part in a
nine-a-side game at Hay Football
Ground. The match, which was
supported by over 40 fans, was
closely fought and ended in a 
4–2 victory for the Japan
Production team. Both teams
then joined forces and went on
to enjoy a meal at The Swan in
Hay… and to plan the re-match!

If you would like to know more about the jobs available at Brecon please contact the
recruitment hotline 01497 822300 Brecon Pharmaceuticals, Wye Valley Business Park,
Hay-on-Wye, Hereford HR3 5PG · www.breconpharm.com

Steve, who lives in Brecon, has
worked for the company in the
commercial production depart-
ment for two years. He has played
competitively in all forms of indoor
and outdoor bowls for the last 25
years, but it is the indoor short mat
bowls that has proved his most
successful event. 

Steve and two team mates, who
are both in their 70s, will repre-
sent Wales in the triples section of
the British Championships.

Our congratulations go to Steve
and his team for making it to the
final and we wish them the very
best of luck!

Badminton Bursary
Following the Silver Medal 
winning success of Gail Emms
and Nathan Robertson in the
British mixed badminton team in

Athens, the sport is set for a huge
rise in popularity. Brecon
Pharmaceuticals has been helping
one local student to achieve her
Badminton potential.

In 2002 Brecon offered a 
bursary to help support a local 
student with their studies. From the
many applicants they received,
Sian Jones, who lives in Builth,
was selected to receive the finan-
cial support she required for her
studies and to help her develop
her natural talent as a Badminton
player. 

Sian said, “I would like to thank
Brecon for its continued support
through the Bursary. It has
enabled me to carry on with my
studies and also to continue my
Badminton skills, as I am a regular
member of the University’s
Women’s 1st Badminton Team.”

Due to Brecon’s continued
success and growth over the
last few years the company
has extended its recruitment
catchment area. Brecon cur-
rently attracts its workforce
from a wide area around
Hay – from the Valleys in the
South to Hereford and
Leominster in the North. 

To help reduce traffic around the
Hay site and to help employees
who require assistance with travel
from further locations, Brecon has
established a subsidised transport
service which takes approximately

40 staff to and from work each day.
The service is supported by local

taxi drivers Mike Cornwall from
Peterchurch Private Hire, who 
covers the Hereford and Peter-
church area, and Graham Lloyd
from Glasbury Taxis, who covers
the Llandrindod Wells and Builth
Wells route. 

Brecon also has its own mini-bus
which is driven by Mark Hudd and
Gary Roberts, on a route through
Tredegar and Talgarth. 

The services arrive at 8am in 
the morning and return in mid-
afternoon when the day shift 

finishes. Our thanks to Mike,
Graham, Mark and Gary, who
provide an excellent service and
have worked with us throughout
the year.

A drive for work

Playing for Wales

Brecon production operative
Steve Langley has been
selected to represent Wales
in the Short Mat Bowls
British Championships being
held in Llandrindod Wells
during November.

NVQ news
Brecon has a commitment to
the vocational qualifications
for its employees. 

Brecon not only takes part in an
NVQ programme but also has its
own in-house qualification, a
Certificate of Competence (C of
C). This is the first formal stage of
the competence-based training 
of any packaging operative and
underpins essential industry know-
ledge to prepare the candidate for
NVQ assessment. Brecon is
delighted with the success of its
NVQ programme, which covers
many disciplines ranging from
Engineering and Pharmaceutical
Packaging to Management and
Human Resource Development.

Brecon employees have
received the following certificates:

Qualification Number of Certificates
C of C 50 
NVQ 1 91
NVQ 2 29
NVQ 3 13
NVQ 4 7
NVQ 5 1

Being social


